Unilateral hyperplasia of a cervical spinous process as a rare congenital variant of the spine.
Congenital variants of the cervical spine may mimic traumatic lesions and may cause recurrent episodes of pain. We report a 24-year-old female patient with chronic neck pain who had marked unilateral hyperplasia of the spinous process of the seventh cervical vertebra. CT and MRI clearly depicted the abnormality and, furthermore, ruled out posttraumatic spinal changes. To our knowledge, our case is the first patient reported with this rare congenital variant diagnosed by cross-sectional imaging.